ARIZONA CODE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
Part 7: Administrative Office of the Courts Programs
Chapter 1: Dependent Childrerrs Services
Section 7-102: Foster Care Review

A. Definitions. Inthis section, the following definitions gpply:

Aln camer a ingpectioni meansajudge-singpection in chambers of adocument whichisthesubject of a
request for disclosure before ruling on its release.

AChild@ meansAany person under eighteen years of agefl as provided in A.R.S. "8-101(4).
AChild Wdfare Agencyl means

A(@(i)Any agency or ingtitution maintained by a person, firm, corporation, association or
organization to receive children for care and maintenance or for twenty-four hour socid,
emotiona or educationa supervised care or who have been adjudicated as addinquent or
dependent child. (ii))Any inditution that provides care for unmarried mothers and their
children (iii)Any agency maintained by the state, or apolitical subdivision thereof, person,
firm, corporation, association, or organization to place children or unmarried mothersina
foster home. (b)Does not include state operated indtitutions or facilities, detention facilities
for children established by law, hedth care inditutions which are licensed by the
department of hedth services pursuant to title 36, chapter 4 or private agencies that
exclusvely provide children with socid enrichment or recreetiond opportunitiesand do not
use redrictive behavior management techniquesi as provided in A.R.S. "8-501

(A)D@(D).

AL ocal boards) are groups of threeto five volunteers gppointed by the presiding juvenile court judgeto
review cases of children in out-of-home placement.

AQut-of-home placement(! meansA...the placing of achildin the custody of anindividud or agency other
than with the child:s parent or legal guardian and includes placement in temporary custody pursuant to
8-821, subsection A or B, voluntary placement pursuant to 8-806 or placement due to dependency
actionsf) as provided in A.R.S. "8-501(A)(7).

APetitioni means A...a written Statement of the essentid facts that alege dependencyl as provided in
A.R.S. "8-201(22).

ARemovd review teami) meansagroup assembled for the purpose of assessing the propriety of takinga
child from its parent or guardian.



AParties) means A...a child, parent, guardian, the Arizona Department of Economic Security or
petitioner, and any person or entity who has been permitted to intervene pursuant to Rule 24, Ariz. R.
Civ. P, or thelndian Child Wefare Act asprovided in Rule 37(A), ArizonaRules of Procedurefor the
Juvenile Court.

AParticipant@ meansA...foster parentsand any other person permitted by the court or authorized by law
to participate in the proceedingsi as provided in Rule 37(B), Arizona Rules of Procedure for the
Juvenile Court.

B. Authority. A.R.S. "8-515.04 and A.R.S. "8-515.01 establish state and local foster care review
boards and authorizes the supreme court to adopt rules relating to the function and procedures of the
boards:

1. State Foster Care Review Board. A.R.S. "8-515.04(A) provides.

There is established within the supreme court the state foster care review board
which shdl be composed of seven persons with knowledge of the problems of
foster care gppointed by the supreme court and the members of the local foster
care review boards appointed by the presiding judge of the juvenile court. In
counties having only one foster care review board, the judge shal appoint one
member. In counties having more than one foster care review board, the presiding
judge of the juvenile court shall appoint to the state board only one member for
every three boards. Terms of office of members of the state board, who areloca
board members, shdl be coterminous with their terms as members of loca review
boards. Termsof office of memberswho are gppointed by the supreme court shal
be not less than two years, nor more than five years.

2. Loca Foster Care Review Boards. A.R.S. "8-515.01(A) provides:

The presiding judge of the juvenile court in each county shal establish local foster
care review boards for the review of cases of children who are in out-of-home
placement and who are the subject of adependency action to assst in the review
required pursuant to section 8-862. The judge shdl establish one board for each
one hundred children, or fraction of that number. The judge may decide not to
creste an additiona review board if the number of children assigned to areview
board exceeds one hundred by fewer than fifty children.

C. Purpose. Pursuant to A.R.S. "8-515.04 and A.R.S. "8-515.01, the Foster Care Review Board
(FCRB) program isestablished to administer astatewide system of reviewsfor children who arein out-



of-home placement and who are the subject of a dependency action.

D. General Adminigration. A.R.S. "8-515.04(D) provides. AThe supreme court shal employ a
coordinator and other personnel it deems necessary to carry out the duties of the state board and the
loca boards. Compensation for dl personnel shal be determined pursuant to section 38-611.0

1. Program Manager. The director shdl appoint aprogram manager (manager) to serve as statewide
program coordinator pursuant to A.R.S. "8-515.04(D). The manager shall:

a. Preparefiscal projects, create a budget, dlocate and expend funds for program;

b.

Assg in thefiscal adminigration of the program,;

c. Overseetraining for dl aff including state program office staff and volunteers;

d.

Notify judges of loca board vacancies,
Work with the judges to recruit potentia board members;

Work with the state board to develop itsreport, coordinate loca boards, and develop training
for FCRB program volunteers,

Review dl board member gpplications prior to submission to the locd juvenile court judge for
gppointment;

Provide training established pursuant to A.R.S. *8-515.04(E) for review board members;

Maintain professiond working relationshipswith the juvenile court judges, DES staff and other
community groups, and

Cooperate with other agencies and states in regard to research projects dedling with foster
care.

2. The AOC, through the maneger, shdl review dl loca FCRB programs to assess each county:s
compliance with State statutes, juvenile court rules, this section, and FCRB program policies and
procedures.

3. Under the direction of the adminigrative director and manager, program specialigsshdl facilitate
and support standing and ad hoc committees of the state FCRB and the loca boards.



E. StateFoster Care Review Board. A.R.S. "8-515.04(C) provides:

The state board shal meet no less than twice annualy and more frequently upon thecal of
the chairman or asthe board shall determine. The supreme court may adopt reasonable
rules reating to the functions and procedures of the locd boards and the state board in

accordance with the duties of the board as provided in this article. The state board shdll

review and coordinate the activities of theloca boards and make recommendationsto the
supreme court, the governor and the legidature on or before January 15 of each year

regarding foster care statutes and policies and procedures.

. Membership Responsihilities pursuant to A.R.S. "8-515.04

a AThe dtate board shdl sdect a chairman and a vice-chairman and other officers it deems
necessary.( A.R.S. "8-515.04(B) The chairman of the state board shall be eected for atwo
year term. If thecharmanisaso alocd board chairman, the chairman shdl automaticdly serve
atwo year term asaloca board chairperson. All other officers of the state board shdl have
one year terms.

b. The gate board shdl establish training programs for local board members, which shall
include periodic in-servicetraining.f A.R.S. "8-515.04(E)

. Executive Committee. The dtate board shal create an executive committee conssting of the
charman, vice-chairman, review board director, and up to five other members elected by the
board. The executive committee shal aso include two membersfrom Didrict I, one member from
Didtrict 11, two members from any digtrict other than | or 11, and two members from any digtrict.
The executive committee may act on the behalf of the state board between mestings, but actions of
the executive committee on behdf of the state board shall require ratification for continuance by the
board.

. Standing committees. State board members shal participate on standing committees of the state
board, which shdl include, but are not limited to, the annud report, advocacy and continuing
education committees. Chairmen of standing committees of the state board, appointed by the state
board chairman, shdl serve in an ad hoc capacity.

. Compensation. AState board members shal be compensated as determined pursuant to title 38,
chapter 4, article 2.0 A.R.S. "8-515.04(F)



F. Local Foster Care Review Boards.

1. Membership. A.R.S. "8-515.01(A) providesthat |ocal foster carereview boardsA... shdl consst
of at least five regular members. The judge may appoint one aternate member for each board if
deemed necessary. Thedternate board member shall receive dl case correspondence and reports
and shdl serve on the review board in the absence of one of the regular members.i

a. Diversty. AR.S. "8-515.01(A) provides: A...Each board shdl, to the maximum extent feasible,
represent the various socioeconomic, racia and ethnic groups of the county inwhich it serves.
A lig of the members of each locd board shal be sent to the supreme court.i

b. Prohibited Appointments. A.R.S. "8-515.01(B) provides: AThepresiding juvenilejudge shal
not gppoint a person employed by the divison, and any child welfare agency or the juvenile
court to aloca board.f

2. Term. A.R.S. "8-515.01(C) provides: AOn the appointment of anew loca board, regular board
members shal divide themsdlves by lot into three classes as nearly equa in number as possible.
Members of the first class shal serve for aterm of one year, members of the second class shall
servefor aterm of two years and members of the third class shdl servefor aterm of three years.

a. AAIl subsequent locd board members, including aternate members shdl serve for aterm of
three years, except if amember has been appointed to fill avacancy occasioned other than by
expiration of afull term of officef A.R.S. "8-515.01(C)

b. AThetermof each member shal expire on thethird Monday in January of the gppropriate year.
Members shal continue to serve until a successor is gppointed.f A.R.S. *8-515.01(C)

c. Alnthe event avacancy occurs on the local board, the judge shal appoint another person to
serve the unexpired portion of theterm.f A.R.S. *8-515.01(C)

3. Officers. A.R.S. "8-515.01(E) provides. AEach local board shdl eect a charman and vice
chairman and other officers as it deems necessary.(

a. Locd boardsdect locd chairmen and vice-chairmen for oneyear. Theloca boardsshdl hold
electionsat thefirs meeting after the third Monday in January of each year. Intheevent that dl
board positionsare not filled at that time, the board may voteto postponethe eection until their
next meeting. A loca board may re-dect loca chairmen and vice-chairmen.

b. Intheevent that the chairman of areview board isunableto attend areview or to performthe
duties at any particular time, the vice-chairman shal exercise the duties of the chairman until
such time as the chairman can resume them.



4. Responghbilities. A.R.S. "8-515.03(1) provides. ALocd foster care review boards shal(:

a. AReview within sx months of placement and at least once every Sx months thereafter the case

of each child who remains in out-of-home placement and who isthe subject of a dependency
action to determine what efforts have been made by the divison and the agency with whichthe
child has been placed to carry out the case plan for the permanent placement of such child.g
A.R.S. "8-515.03(1)

. AAllow achild's parentsand grandparentsto attend thelocal foster carereview board'sreview
of the case. The parent or grandparent may be accompanied at the review by an advocate of
the parent or grandparent's choice.) A.R.S. "8-515.03(2)

. AReview any case assgned by the juvenile court for early review of the case plan within sixty
days after the remova of a child from that childshomef A.R.S. "8-515.03(3)

. ASubmit to the juvenile court within thirty days following the review its findings and
recommendations regarding the efforts and progress made by the divison and agency to carry
out the case plan, together with any other recommendations it chooses to make regarding the
childd A.R.S. "8-515.03(4)

. AEncourage and facilitate the timely return of children to their natura parents or, if the board

finds that one or more of the grounds listed in section 8533 may exig, encourage the
appropriate agency to initiate such procedures as would make the child digible for adoption,
followed by a maximum effort by the agency to place the child for adoption.i A.R.S. "8-
515.03(5)

AEncourage the divison and dl agenciesinvolved in placing children in out-of-home placement
to exert dl possible efforts to make arrangements for permanent plans for children for whom
return to natural parents or adoption is determined to be infeasble or impossbled A.R.S. " 8-
515.03(6)

. APromote and encourage the division and al agenciesinvolved in placing childrenin fogter care
to maximize gability and family continuity for children in foder care by discouraging
unnecessary changes in the placement of foster children and by recruiting foster parents who
may be suitable and digible as adoptive parents§ A.R.S. "8-515.03(7)

. AAssg thedivison and agenciesininforming naturd parents, foster parentsand other interested

parties of their rights and responsibilities with respect to any child in out- of-home placement.
Natura parents, foster parents and other interested parties may be involved in the review
process when appropriate.f) A.R.S. "8-515.03(8)



I.  AMake recommendations to the Sate board regarding foster care policies and procedures as
they rlate to the children assigned for their review.i A.R.S. *8-515.03(9)

5. Attendanceat Case Reviews. A locd foster carereview board may exclude any person attending a
case review where the conduct of such person unreasonably interfereswith the ability of the board
to fulfill its duties.

6. Mestings. A.R.S. "8-515.01(G) provides: AEach local board shall mest, at aplace designated by
the juvenile court, as often asit deems necessary to carry out the duties of theloca board. A loca
board shal not meet less than twice annudly. @

a A review shdl be conducted with no less than three review board members, unless
circumstances prevent three review board members from being present and postponement of
the case would cause undue hardship for participants and parties or delays in court
proceedings. In these circumstances areview can continue with two review board members
with the permission of the review board specidist and the review board chairman. In no case
may areview be conducted with less than two review board members present.

b. A member of aloca review board may serve as a substitute member on any loca review
board.

c. Review board members who are foster parents may not participate as board membersin the
review of children who are in their own care.

d. Any review board member who in the course of past or present employment has made
recommendations or approved recommendations regarding a child subject to review may not
participate as a board member in the review of that child.

7. Actions. The actions of areview board shal be decided by a mgority vote.

8. Traning. A.R.S. "8-515.01(D) provides: AA person shal not remain onalocal board unlessthe
person participates in the training established pursuant to A.R.S. *8-515.04.

9. Reimbursement. A.R.S. "8-515.01(F) provides: ALoca board members shdl be compensated
pursuant to title 38, chapter 4, article 2.0

10. Cessation of Case Review. Theloca board shall cease reviewing caseswhen the childisno longer
out- of-home and the court issues an order relieving the board, finalizing an adoption or dismissnga

dependency petition.

G. Program Operations.



1. Recordsand Confidentidity.

a. All ate and county program staff and volunteersshal comply with A.R.S. *8-807, *41-1959,
ArizonaRulesof Court, including, but not limited to Rule 123, Rules of the Supreme Court, The
Arizona Code of Judicid Adminigration and adminigtrative rules regarding confidentiaity.

b. A.R.S. "8-519(B) provides. AUpon the request of afoster care review board, any record
pertaining to acase assgned to such board, kept by the divison or achild welfare agency, shdl
be furnished to the board.i Records obtained pursuant to A.R.S. "8-519(B) shdl not be
reviewed by an outside agency unless a subpoenaand an order of the presiding juvenilejudge
or designee has been issued.

c. AAll records and information in the possession of the foster care review board regarding
children and their parents or rel atives shal be deemed confidentid, and shal be disclosed only
pursuant to this article or by order of court.) A.R.S. *8-519(C)

d. All patiesand participants, except children, shal receive acopy of the recommendationsunless
acase manager or local board requeststhat the court order the interested party not receivethe
documents.

e. Upon receipt of asubpoena, the statewide program manager shall deliver acomplete duplicate
of thefileto the presiding juvenile judge or designee for in camera ingpection. Nofileshdl be
viewed without an order approving release of thefile.

2. Assgnment and Records.

a Case Assgnment. AThe juvenile court in each county shal assgn cases of children in
out-of-home placement to aloca board so that local boards are assigned an approximately
equa number of children. In a case where a child resdesin a county other than the resident
county of his parents, the county of the child's origind jurisdiction shdl maintain jurisdiction
unless, for vaid reasons, the judge of such county transfersjurisdiction. A list of the cases so
assigned shal be sent to the local board and the supreme court. A.R.S. "8-515.02(A)

b. Records Transfer. AFor each case 0 assigned, the juvenile court shdl aso send to the loca
board.

1. A copy of the case plan prepared by the division or agency.
2. A copy of the progress report or reports prepared by the division or agency pursuant to
*8-516, subsection E.f A.R.S. "8-515.02(A)
c. Ealy Review.ANotwithstanding subsection A of thissection, thejuvenile court ineach county in



its discretion, or on the request of a mediator from the child welfare mediation program, may
assign appropriate cases of children in out- of-home placement to aloca foster care review
board for early review of the case plan within Sixty days after the remova of the child from the
childshomef A.R.S. "8-515.02(B)

H. Removal Review.

1. Thejudge shdl gppoint theremoval review board membersto thefirst board in countieswith more
than oneloca board.

2. Thelocd foster care review board member who participates on the removd review team shdl:
...AReview each remova of a child which is expected to result in a dependency petition to assess
options other than continued out-of- home placement including in-home servicesto thefamily. Such
reviews shal be conducted before the dependency petition isfiledd A.R.S. *8-822(3)

3. Locd foder care removd review members shdl complete remova review training prior to
participation in aremova review and gppointment to the remova review team.

Case Conferences Regar ding Removal Review.
1. Review of remova from licensed foster parent.

Unless achild is removed from alicensed foster parent, excluding a shelter care
provider and receiving foster parent, to protect the child from harm or risk of
harm, to place achild in apermanent placement, to reunite sblings, to placeachild
in akinship foster home, to place a child in aleast redrictive stting, to place a
childin athergpeutic setting or to place achild in accordance with the Indian Child
Wedfare Act (Title25 United States Code " 1915), the department shal inform the
licensed fogter parent of the department=sintent to remove a child and place the
child in another foster care placement. The department shdl inform the licensed
foster parent of the specific reason for the child=s planned removd from the
licensed foster parent. A.R.S. "8-515.05(A)

2. Case Conference.

If the licensed foster parent disagrees with the remova, the licensed foster parent
shdl inform the department within twenty-four hours of being informed. If the
licensed foster parent disagrees with the plan to remove the child and place the
child in another foster home placement, the department shal convene acase
conferenceto review the reasonsfor theremova. The licensed foster parent and
amember of the foster care review board who participates in aremova review



team shd| participate in the case conference. A.R.S. "8-515.05(B)
3. Natification.

The department shall inform the licensed foster parent and the foster care review
board of the time, date, and location of the case conferenceto review the planned
removad. The case conference shdl be held within seventy-two hours of the
licensed fogter parent informing the department that the licensed foster parent
disagrees with the planned removal, excluding weekends and holidays. Thechild
shdl remain in the current placement pending the outcome of the case conference.
A.RS. "8-515.05(C)

4. Continuation of Remova Process. Alf as aresult of the case conference, it is the department:s
continued intent to move the child pursuant to Subsection A and thelicensed fogter parent continues
to disagree and the child:

(1) Isin the court ordered physical custody of the licensed foster parent, afoster
carereview board member shall provide arecommendation to the court regarding
the removd of the child before the change in physical custody. The child shal
remain in the current placement pending a court order for removal.

(2) Isnot in the physica custody of the licensed foster parent, the licensed foster
parent shal be advised of the department:=s conflict resolution process. The
department shal expeditethe conflict resolution process. Thechild shdl remainin
the current placement pending the outcome of the conflict resolution process
A.R.S. "8-515.05(D)

Adopted by Administrative Order 2003-36 effective March 27, 2003.
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